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Prime Minister of ENGLAND. 


My Lorp, * ame 
AY you are the Atlas of the ftate, its religious: 


and moral, as well as civil and commercial 
concerns are intrufted to your care; and, therefore, 
this fketch of the times can fo properly be addrefled 
to no one as yourfelf. Give me leave then to be- 
gin my addrefs to your Lordfhip (with only al- 
tering one word) in the four well known beauti- 
ful lines of Horace, to the Emperor Auguftus, 


Cum tot fuftineas & tanta negotia, folus, 
Res Ancuas, &c, . e 


To the Royal Favour, my Lord, you owe what 
you are. What you fhould be, the Guardian of 
the kingdom’s morals as well as her revenues 5 
and what you may be, if you will, the greateft 
and beft Prime Minifter from the time of your 
predeceffors Cardinal Wolfey, &c. down to Lord 
Chatham, is now my bufinefs to point out to 
you. Among all the plans then, which have 
been ever offered to your Lordfhip’s confideration, 
to improve the intereft and welfare of the king- 
dom, I appeal to all honeft, worthy, and good 
men, if you ever had one equal to this which I 
here offer in the following difcourfe, as an hint 
only, and taken from the tamous project, propo- 
fal, or plan, for the advancement of religion and 


grality in this kingdom,. of a late celebrated’ 


~ Statel- 


* 


Statefman, as well as Divine. Now, by putting 
this excellent plan of his into execution, as foon 
and as much as you can, you may be what I juft 
now faid, the greateft and beft of Prime Minifters, 
as their plans are limited only to this world, 
whereas the plan now before you extends to the 
next. But, alas! my Lord, I do moft ftrangel 

forget myfelf; the next world did I fay? I rete 
that expreflion ; for why do I mention it in a na- 
tion that feems, by the daily practices of too many 


_ by far of all orders, ranks, and degrees of people, 


to have banifhed all thoughts of it? You fee then 
how you may be, if you will, the Hercules to 
efeanfe this Augean Stable; and have in your 
hands, if you will ufe it, the fword of Alexander 
to cut this Gordian Knot! But here, I fuppofe, my 
Lord, I thall have the old ufual plea thrown out 
againft the plan as was done by Lord Oxford and 
the then Miniftry, and afterwards by Sir Robert 
Walpole, Duke of Newcaftle, and fo on, that the 
times and reefons of ftate will not admit of it. 
If fo, I am forry for it, and fo muft every honeft 
man be in the whole kingdom. However, this will 
do for the fame reafon, I fuppofe, in the body 
politic as fome phyficians urge the nerves and bile 
in the body natural; and, indeed, the firft has re- 
fembled the.laft by much too long. An ulcer has 
overrun it from head to foot, (the King and Queen, 
God preferve them! excepted) and unlefs fome 
itrictly honeft ftate furgeon ariles, for as to {kill 
there wants none, and will, with the intrepidity of 
the Eagle’s eye, and the boldnefs of the Lion’s 
heart, take the knife in one hand, and cauftic in the 
cther, and cut and burn all before him, till he has 
probed the wound quite to the bottom, (for, other- 
wife it is only {kinning it over) there may be a moft 
violent fhock, if not an end, to the conftitution. 
Our recovery is not only extremely hazardous, but 
ajo, 
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alfo, humanly fpeaking, almoft impoffible; and 

_therefore, my Lord, unlefs a general and pied 
reformation of the religion and morals of this 
kingdom takes place by the divine affiftance, what 
England may be in the beginning of the next cen- 
tury, if not before, every one who is a real friend 
to his King and country muft dread to think! 


Hinc ille lachryma ! 


For whatever others may pretend to fay, it is th 
firm perfuafion of myfelf, and all good men, “ that 
s* there is not only a general Providence over na- 
“¢ tions, but alfo a particular one over individuals,” 
notwithftanding what a late learned compiler of 
fome voyages has fuggefted to the contrary. 

_ Ihave been urged, my Lord, to addrefs the fol- 
lowing difcourfe to you from no worldly motives 
whatfoever; but entirely from a moft fincere and 
hearty zeal for my King and country, your Lord- 
fhip’s honor in this world, and your happinefs in 
the next; and yet, don’t think that I mean to flatter 
pe If Iam guilty of flattery at all, (as people 
ay) itisto the King, not to yourfelf; but if fo, it 
is for a very good reafon, becaufe (Heavens blefs 
him) he has nothing in his power to give. You, 
my Lord, who have every thing in church as well 
as {tate, I would fcorn to flatter; the very thought 
itfelf I deteft and abhor; and yet, I hope I have not 
{hewn myfelf, either here or in my fermon, to have 
been an entire ftranger at the altar of the graces, 
This dedication, therefore, is not by way of in- 
cenfe at the fhrine of your Lordthip’s power; for 
though Iam lefs than the leaft of all curates, city 
or country, and have been in orders row almoit 
thirty years, without preferment, or ever the leaft 
expectation of it, yet give me leave to tell you, 
my Lord, one thing as a matter of fact: “* That 
f it is not two years ago when I was offered fome 
# of 
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pt the firft and beft pieces of preferment in the 


“ church, by a certain gentleman near one of the 
 fquares, in great connections with men in pow- 
“er; but were offered in fuch a manner as no 
¢¢ honeft man would dare to accept; and therefore, 
though I had the honor of having them offered 
** to me, yet.(thank God) I had the grace to refufe 
“« them.” No, my Lord, let me ever be without 
preferment with a good confcience, infinitely before 
being poffeffed of Canterbury itfelf with a profti- 
tuted one! I haye neither the pleafure nor honor of 
being known to you, but.am no ftranger to a certain 
gentleman * in your Lordfhip’s department of the 
Treafury, with whom I was, about twenty three 
years ago, feven years at Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge. A tew words more, my Lord, and then 
I will relieve your patience : Upon the brightnefs 
-of -your character in private life, as an hufband, 
father, mafter, &c. your very enemies will not at- 
tempt, I believe, to caft even one injurious or in- 
vidious fhade , fo far, my Lord, I honour “you. 
In public life, as'a Prime Minifter, Politician, 
Financier, &c. as your Lordthip’s candour will ex- 
cufe my filence on thefe points, fo I leave them to be 
decided. by thofe who are beft able to determine 
them, You are now arrived, and early in life too, 
at the very acme (as the Greeks call it) of greatnefs, 
and fo we may well conclude, that you are the 
primum. mobile of this great machine the ftate. 
But forgive me, my Lord, for once, if I err in afk- 
ing aqueftion or two, and offering an hint: Is there 
not one in particular, and two or three others as 
from him, who oil all thofe fprings which you only 
feem to m6ve, and accelerate or retard the wheels 
of ftate as may beft fuit his or their projects?) If 
not, how fhall we account for all thofe evils, dif, 
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treffes, grievances, and oppreffions, which have be: 
fallen this poor unfortunate kingdom, not long after 
the year 1760? When no Prince upon earth ever 
came to a throne (and moft defervedly fo) with a 
more meridian fplendour, the hearts and fouls.of all 
hisfubjects. But, oh! my Lord, we can’t fufficiently 
lament that this fair and goodly cedar tree, the 
pride and glory of the national foreft, under whofe 
fhade we thought to have long and happily refted, 
fhould fo foon have been nipt and chilled in the love 
and affection of his fubjeéts, by this rough and in- 
clement northern blaft. \ You ferve, my Lord, one 
of the beft and moft worthy mafters in the world, 
who ftill lives in the hearts and affections of his 
people; and, therefore, they can the more eafily and 
tenderly overlook: his: predilection occafioned by 
prejudice of education. "In gratitude to him, there- 
fore, and in-honor to yourfelf, do you neither mif- 
lead him, nor (if in you power) fuffer him to be 
mifled- You are too well verfed in hiftory and 
mankind, my. Lord, tobe told, that favori- 
tifm will never do in any kingdom long, but in 
England efpecially. Remember Sejanus, and for- 
get not Mortimer and Buckingham. Emancipate 
then your royal mafter and yourfelf from the fetters 
of him in which you have been too long detained, 
and confine him and his Junto to a gentle banifh- 
ment in his own ifland. Hence England may, 
perhaps, fee her halcyon days once more; and fo you 
would be the better enabled to execute this plan to 
your own immortal honor, and the welfare and hap+ 
pinefs of our king and country. In the mean time, 
my Lerd, give me leave however, to indulge my- 
{elf inthe pleafing thoughts of {eeing the kingdom, 
fomewhat reformed by your Lordfhip (under God !) 
as to its religion, morality, -and yirtue, in joining 
with the late learned and excellent Lord Rofeom- 
mon 
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© And fing Te Deum thro’ the facred way | 


‘mon in part of his with on another éccafion, and ; 
with which I now take my leave. 


~ © Oh! might I live to fee that glorious day, . 


_ © Tthen with pleafure fhould refign my bre 
_ © And gently fink into the arms of death.” Pe 
Andam, My, Lord, with all due refpeét, and : 
wifhes for your Lordfhip’s health and happinefs in 
this world and in thenext, = 


Sis Your moft faithful and obedient, | 


| (though unknown) 
Humble. fervant, 


at WILLIAM SCOTT; 
New Year's Day, “a 
EDT 4. 


An ADDRESS To tue READER, 


: a a 

i (HE author of the following difcourfe having 
_§L too much reafon to think that it has been 
ngely reprefented, by fome who have heard it from 
the pulpit, to his brethren the clergy, whom he would 
not willingly offend, has now brought it to the bar 
of the public, to plead its own caule, and where it 
mutt be abfolved or condemned by the verdi&t of 
their juft and impartial determination. He only 
begs leave to defend himfelf thus far, by affuring 
the reader, very faithfully, that neither his preach- 
ing nor publifhing it was by any means the refult 
of a conceited fingularity, asaclergyman, nor of a 
low paltry pride, or vanity of being an author! but 
entirely to an honeft and hearty endeavour, as his 
laft effort, to roufe the attention of the miniftry to 
fomething elfe befides themfelves, in order to revive 
the expiring catife of the religion and morals of 
his country! The fufpicions of his brethren 
arifing from the above mifreprenfation of it, he 
takes to have been the chief, if not only, reafon of his 
having been refufed the pulpit at fo many capital 
churches. His regard and tendernefs, therefore, 
for them, as well thofe who refufed as thofe who 
-eranted it, will, he doubts not, be a fufficient 
apology with the reader for his concealing the 
churches. As to the refpectable and worthy part 
of that venerable body of men, he very highly 
honors them, and ever fhall; and as to the Ma- 
caroni and Jeffamy fprigs of divinity, with their 
curled pates frofted o’er like a Twelfth Cake, to be 
.fure he honors them too, as the very worthy fuc- 
céffors of fo much apoftolical gravity and dignity ! 
He lis well aware of what cenfures he fhall gm 
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by this fermon and dedication, from many of the 
_venal part of the laity, as well as fome, perhaps, 
of the clergy; but this, with many other things, 
give him not the leaft concern, for (thal lelsod f) 
he has neither hopes nor fears from any man livin 

_ What his principles are, religious or politica 
whether he has any principles at all, he fuppo 
be of very little or no concern to the public fro 

fuch a very obfcure and infignificant a perfon as 
himfelf.,. He, therefore, wants not to make the 
leaft boaft or parade of either his orthodoxy in the 
church, or his patrioti{m in the ftate; but hopes 
that the candour.of the public will allow him to fay 
thus much of both, that, feparate from his profef- 
fion, he looks upon the church of England to be 
the moft truly primitive and apoftolical, and\there- 
fore the beft conftituted church this day upon the 
face of the whole earth; and in which, however 
unworthy a member he may have lived, he fhall 
alfo die.. And as to the ftate, what little he has, 
together with his life, are and ever fhall be ready 
to be laid at the feet of his king and country. 
Let ancient or modern patriotifm fay or do more. 
The clergy, he knows, are reckoned, and reviled 
by too many of their enemies as only dumb dogs, 
in the prophet’s expreffion. As to his own part, 
they may call him a furly, fnarling, or what dog 
they pleafe, if they will but allow him to bean 
honeft dog, as he means not to bite, or even bark, 
any farther than to be a watchful one, as every ho- 
neft dog ought to be, and to give the alarm againft 
evil or negligent minifters either in church or ftate. 
He finds that he is accufed of ill will and envy 
againft a certain nation, both in his dedication and 
fermon, but he begs leave to affure them that it is 


very unjuftly, as he bears a general love and good » 


will to all mankind. He only wihes that their 
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great patron would not add to the number of ‘mos 


nopolifts in this kingdom, as God knows, and the 
nation feels it fatally enough, that we have by far too 
many already, and that his own countrymen might, 
be fuffered now and then to go fnacks with them 

‘difpofal of penfions and places both at home 
. Tf he has been in the leatt inftrumental 
his fermon, or dedication, even to give an hint 


either to.men in or out of power, to execute this 


plan for reforming the kingdom’s religion and mo- 
rals, as the neceflity of it is daily feen and felt, be 
their’s the praife, and his the only reward, as he 
jooks for no other, As he has had the honor of 
being frequently miftaken for a certain namefake 
of his, the fuppofed author and vender of politi- 
cal drugs under the fignatures of Anti-Sejanus, 
Old Slyboots, &c. fo he fhould be upon the tenter- 
hooks of pain and vexation to hear that any illi- 
beral reflections, or harfh and cruel cenfures, fhould 
at any time fall upon him to affect his eafe and 
tranquillity by day, or his foft flumbers and fweet 
repole by night; he therefore thinks it his duty to 
inform the public, that this very worthy and 
refpectable gentleman has not the leaft hand, or is 
any ways concerned whatfoeyer in this dedication, 
addrefs, or fermon, and hopes that this caution 
will prevent any ftain from falling upon that imma- 
culate charaéter, the fuppofed pupil, croney, and 
friend of that Scipo and Alexander of a man for 
continence and chaftity, the pious and virtuous 
Lord Sandwich. No man in his fenfes would 
willingly incur the ill opinion and diflike of the 
worthy and valuable part of mankind, and thereby 
create enemies to himfelf ; but to fee an honeft, 
well meaning Prince deceived, mifled, and abufed, 


and one’s country expofed, injured, and infulted 

/ bya cabal or gunto, of. men, who are only moder- 

 ‘pizing ancient Patriotifm fo far, as to be laughing 
a ee atk 


s intereft 
Pvding | ome people, would favour too n 
- the prefent felfi age, and is what no ho 
can ever forgive himfelf.. And therefore, after a " 
the author of this dedication, addrefs, and fermon, 
has at leaft this pleafing confolation and heart felt" 
fatisfaction, that thofe who are enemies to him, or to 
them, muft, to be fure, be the right Wece® and ‘well 
beloved friends to their King and eeeey, | 


EccLesiaAstTEs, ch. vii, v. 10, 


Say not thou, What is the caufe that arora 
days were better than thefe? For thou doft 
not inquire wifely concerning this. 


INCE human nature and conduét have been 

much the fame in all ages of the world, it will 
be of no great fervice to us to inquire of antiquity, © 
‘Whether former times have been better or, worfe 
than the prefent? And for any one to pretend to 
fay that other nations, now living,. are better or 
worfe than ourfelves, is faying much more than he 
can prove; and granting even that he could prove 
that they are much worfe than we are, yet this 
is no juftification to us now, asa nation, nor will] 
it be fo to us hereafter, as individuals, at the laft 
and great day of accounts! But however, I am 
very certain of this, that it is high time for us to 
be much better than we are, both as a nation and 
as individuals. 

Whoever, then, has a true regard for the honor 
and welfare of church and ftate, which are fo hap- 
pily eftablifhed by the ancient laws of this kingdom, 

as to make us the pride of our own, and theadmi- 

” fation and envy of all other nations, and fo nicely 

 gompacted with each other, that, like a i 
Page moit 
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moft curioufly framed, they muft ftand or falf 
together ; and if he has but a tolerable fhare of 
‘hiftory, and will fit down with a ferious concern to 
confider the prefent ftate of this nation, as to its 
religion, morals, and virtues, muft lament to fee 
how exaétly it refembles the Grecian and Roma 
empires, when they were drawing towards the poi 
of their defolution! That general deluge of luxury 
and pride, profligacy of morals, an open and 
avowed contempt of the Deity, infidelity, bribery, 
and corruption, which overflowed them juft before 
their ruin, is but too glaring a picture of this nation ; 
-and, therefore, too fad and difagreeable to the eye of 
every true Briton to behold with the leaft fatisfac- 
tion ! 

As to religion, and the facred writings, we are 
come to that pafs now, that you may blafpheme 
your God, revile your King, think what you pleafe, 
and fpeak what you think, and no one take any no- 
tice of it! But in all other refpects, as to morality, 
virtue, true patriotifm, and common honefty, we 


feel every day the difmal effects of an iron age, 


while we in vain wifh for the return of a golden 
‘one! 


As this little ifland of ours is feparated from the. 


continent, it feems by its peculiarly happy fituation, 
to have been originally defigned by Providence to 
- make its inhabitants completely happy within them- 
felves, were they but fenfible of their happinefs, and 
knew how to value it aright! But God, in his juft 
judgments, is pleafed to let a curfe go forth upon 
fome nations, for being fo wilfully blind as that they 
“will not fee their own happinefs, and purfue them 
till they are ripe for an entire deftruction! How far 
this may be our cafe, (and much fooner perhaps 
than we imagine) God hinfelf- only knows, if itis 
“not timely prevented by 4 national repentance and 
reformation! Ob, England, how art thou - 
oie) est ane 
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and how fhamefully and bafely corrupted are thy fons . 
and daughters from their primitive piety, virtue, 

and integrity! aL i 

We are daily talking that we wifli to fee better 
times (and it is our own fault if we do not) but as 
m to be going on, that is never likely till the 
eftitution of all things, at the end of the 


That the prefent times are extremely bad is too’ 
well known, and too fadly and fatally felt by all in 
general; and, therefore, no wonder to hear fuck 
daily complaints that they are fo, but this is wholly 
owing to ourfelves! Hence it is not fo very diffi- 
cult, as fome people may pretend, to find out a way 
both to remedy the complaints of the times, and 
to remove the caufe of them. 

Now, ‘in order to do this the better, I thall ftrike 
at the very root of all our evils, diftreffes, griev- 
ances, and oppreffions, at once, by faying that 
there is but very little or no religion left among 
us; by which I mean, a fear of God, and a be- 
lief of a future ftate of rewards and punifhments. 
Our great are, too many of them, above all reli- 
gion; and our little people are as much below it. 
‘What fmall remains of it are ftill left among us, 
are to be found only, or however chiefly, among 
our middle fort of people; and even there, I fear, 
it is too much and fadly corrupted! Now, if a 
kingdom has fuch very little notion of living in the 
fear of God, can it poffibly be any wonder that they 
live inno fort of fear of man? But by far too many 
going daily onin thofe iniquitous and infernal prac- 
tices, which feem right in their own eyes, as though 
there was no judge in Ifrael. 


As to our nobility and gentry, they have two 


a. examples before them, who, as they are the greateft, 


‘fo are the beft in all conjugal, parental, domeftic, 


~ and focial virtues ; infomuch that they are both the . 
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glory and reproach of thofe that are about them! - 


Was I to confider this fubject of the times par- 
_ ticularly, you might well think me tedious indeed, 
but though it is fo great and extraordinary, I thall 
endeavour to be as full, and yet as fhort, as pof- 
fible; and, therefore, beg you patience. 


T fhall now then ftate the cafe of ‘this: nai on 


very fairly and honeftly with you, by fhewing 
that the grounds and caufes of all our complaints 
of the times will be found to arife entirely from 
ourfelves, i. e. from a want of religion among 
us throughout the whole kingdom in general, and 
its capital city in particular; which, like all other 
capitals, in morals as well as trade, arts, and ma- 
nufactures, hath great influence upon the. reft of 
their refpective kingdoms. . 

I fhall, in the firft place, therefore hint only at 
things in general, by way of queftion; and, in the 
fecond and laft place, point out a method, which, if 
quickly and carefully practifed, would (under God) 
moit effectually reform the nation, and reftore it to 
its ancient ftate of religion, morality, and virtue. 

To begin then with our nobility and gentry, 
for according to their examples, good or bad, the 
middle and lower fort of people are obferved to form 
their lives and converfations; I have already juft 
mentioned, that they have two excellent examples 
at court before their eyes, in all conjugal, parental, 
domeftic, and focial virtues ; and yet don’t miftake 
me, and think that I am putting on the courtier 
here, in {peaking this by way of flattery only; I 


deteit even the thought of fuch low, mean, unmanly, » 


paltry, pitiful behaviour; I appeal to yourfelves 
for the truth, and efpecially to thofe who are daily 
about their perfons. I would therefore, only afk, 


Do they imitate them (in general I mean) in thefe 
amiable virtues and qualities? If fo, pray now 


how comes it to pais that divorces, feparations, 
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and fuch like have of late, been fo very frequent 
in Doctors Commons, and other courts of juitice ? 
And why fuch complaints of each other’s injuring 
the honor of the marriage bed, and too often dif- 
gracing themfelves with thofe by much their infe- 
riors ? 


iM A gain, do thofe fhew themfelves true friends to 
their King and country by complimenting their 
Majefties cn their birth days; at court, in drefles 
of French, or other foreign manufaétoty ? And 
can this poffibly be for the honor and intereft of 
their own country, by infulting their Sovereign in 
this manner? Are they juft and regular in their 
payments to thofe on whom they dépend for the 
very neceffaries and conveniencies cf life? And are 
thefe debts paid before what they aré pleafed to call 
debts of honor at the gaming or card table, which 
is only another term for injuftice and villainy ? 

As in the beft governments the worft corruptions 
are too apt to prevail through the bafe and artful 
intrigues of men of ambition and avarice, what 
mutt we think will be the certain confequences, in 
time, of that government where corruption itfelf is 
made a neceflary part of it? A’ maxim fo weak 
and abfurd, as well as wicked, that it will deftroy 
the very beft conftituted government upon earth ! 
I muft confefs, for my own part, I am as far from 
being the leaft friend to politics from the pulpit as 
any man living; nor would I, much lefs, be even 
thought to blow the horn of fation and fedition 
from this facred place! But, when we are endea- 
vouring to heal a fore in the body politic as well as 
natural, every honeft firgeon will always probe the 
wound to the bottom, by the knife, or cauftic, in 
the one cafe as well-as the other; and, therefore, 
here I would only juft afk aeain, Is it for the 
intereft and happinefs of any nation to fuffer fuch a 
Machiavelian maxim ftill to prevail, to let a 2g 
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cef of little, mean, paltry boroughs, the fangous 
fieth of the conftitution, to be reprefented in parlia- 
ment, while places of fuch immenfe confequence to 
trade, which is the life of this nation, are left with- 
out reprefentatives?. And what muft the repre- 
fentatives of fuch beggarly places be, but flaves to 
the nod of aminifter to carry on either his arbitrary 
or pacific-fyftem of corruption, whether he is the 
real minifter, or only the oftenfible one, as he is now 
called, i. e. one who is hung out by one or more behind 
the curtain, only as the fignof aminifter? Isit for the 
promotion of juftand htoneft principles, ina nation of 
learning and merit in the church, and of induftry, 
{kill, integrity in the ftate, for places in the. one, 
and preferments in the other, to be expofed to fale, 
and publicly too in our daily news papers Pil de 
there no perjury committed by thofe of the clergy, 
who purchale livings for themfelves with their own 
money, either directly or indirectly? And ought 
not our bifhops, the governors of the church, to 
get an act pafied either to abolifh the oath againit 
fimony, orto put an abfolute flop to fuch afcanda- 
lous and iniquitous fale of them? 
Again, is it likely for the morality and virtue 
of a kingdom to laft long, when fuch a multitude 
of places of diverfion, and diffipation of people’s, 
time and money, are fuffered by thofe at the helm 
of affairs (who ought to be the guardians of the’ 
kingdom’s morals as well as her revenues) to 
enervate the bodies and unhinge the minds, not only 
of the capital city in particular, but alfo the whole 
kingdom in general, and that even in the folemn 
time and feafon of Lent too! Formerly indeed, in 
this nation, valour anda true fenfe of honor, which 
difdained even the appearance of any thing that 
was mean and bafe, was the characteriftick of ous 
men of quality and gentry, and virtue and modefty 
were that of our women} but now, vice and villainy, 
have 
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have entirely loft their names! Adultery is no crime; 
and killing is no murder! And are the above 
mentioned graces of both the fexes, which fo muck 
elevate and dignify them, likely to be continued at 
, fuch diabolical places as mafquerades and the gam- 
ing table? Is the prefent mode of education 
at our academies, large fchools, and others through- 
out the kingdom, and at our two univerfities, forthe 
rifing generation of the men; and our French and 
other boarding fchools, in and about this great city 
in particular, and the nation in general, for the ri- 
fing generation of the women, fo happily calculated 
and formed for improving the morals as well as the 
learning of children now a days? If fo, how 
comes it to pafs, that we hear fuch frequent and 
daily complaints from fathers, mothers, and euat- 
dians, that they’ fcarce know where to put the one 
part of the fex, to fécure their morals, as well as im- 
prove them in learning; and the other part, that 
they learn nothing but pride, folly, and extrava- 
gance in drefs, and of every other kind whatfoever? 
‘Ts it either for the intereft or honor of a nation, 
for its nobility and gentry to be drawing every year 
fuch immenfe fums of money out of it, and lavifh- 
ing it away abroad on their vices and follies, under 
the notion of travelling into foreign parts, and 
feeing the world, where, from the ignorance of 
of their own nation, through the rawnels and inex- 
perience of their youth (juit, as it were, thrown out 
of their mother’s lap, and falfe notions imbibed in 
it) they are fure to glean up every weed of vice 
and folly which falls in their way! Is it politic 
and prudent, again, in our middle fort of people, 
to fend their children over to France for education 
in their nunneries and convents; where, however 
advantageous it may be to parents for cheapnefs, 
and other refpegts, yet is it fo for forming and 
fafhioning their young and tender minds in the prin- 
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_ciples of delteinis by thofe ihe are well known to 
be quite of a moft oppofite perfuafion? and, 


therefore, they would be much tafer in that, and 


every other refpect, under the eye of their parents 


and guardians at home. And now, even from thee 
two or three queftions, does it not too plainly ap- 
pear (and well for us if not too fatally felt afew 
years hence !) that our French, and other foreign 
fafhions, have done us infinitely more mifchief to- 
wards our ruin than all their wars with us (thank 
God!) have been ever able to do? And yet don’t 
miftake me again in what I have faid, or may fay 
of our nobility and gentry, as tho’ I was only taking 


a » pleafure i in cenfuring their conduct ; far from it! 


very far indeed! On the contrary Iam fo far from 
taking pledfure in {peaking evil of dignities, that 
I would moft gladly draw a veil over their foibles 
and follies, did they not appear in fome inftances too 


flagrant to withhold our filence! Tam only afking 
a few plain queftions, as to the generality of them, 
‘and their proceedings, which I leave to thofe to an- ' 


fwer, who beft underftand them. There are fome 
amongft them, of both fexes, whofe virtues and 
graces not only add a luftre to the coronet, but 


-alfo elevate and dignify human nature ! 


Again, is it for the honor abroad, or the intereft 


‘and happinefs at home, for any nation to be fo 
frequently removing thofe from their offices in the 


ftate, who have approved themfelyes worthy by 
their fkill and integrity? If men are fit for their 
places in the various departments of ftate affairs, 
the law, army, or navy, why are they removed? If 
not, why are they put in? Now thefe two quef- 
tions are much more eafily afked, perhaps, than an- 
fwered; and, therefore, I would afk only how far 
the next queftion will give an anfwer to them, are 
not ambition and avarice fuffered by perfons them- 


8 as well as by sisson to prevail at court, and 
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throughout the kingdom? If fo, the cafeis plain, 
and thefe are the two great engines of mitchief, 
which not only fet courts, but alfo kingdoms, and 
the whole world itflf on fire! Can that nation ever 
sraife upon its head above the overflowings of ungod- 
Jinefs, and efcape being drowned at laft, about 
whofe neck fuch a monftrous millftone of places 
‘and penfions is continually tied ? But if penfions 
-are iettled upon fome in the ftate, army, or navy, 
who have deferved well at the hands of their King 
and country, and therefore properly and well be- 
ftowed for their paft fervices, does this juitify the 
civil lifteither here, or in a fitter kingdom, efpecially 
that, ,being burdened with thofe for fuch fervices, 
as it would be far from doing the leaf honor either 
to thofe who beftow, or thofe who accept them? 
Nay rather, would it not be an infult to common 
fenfe and underftanding, and a {candal and difgrace 
even to modefty and human nature, barely to men- 
tion fome of them? Is it good management or po- 
icy in any kingdom, to fuffer it’s land tax, and all 
-thofe taxes, which are fo grievoufly felt by the manu-* 
facturer and mechanic, upon the neceflary articles 
of life, to be almoft as high in time of. peace as 
jn war? 

The pride, glory, and ftrength of. this little 
ifland of ours, which we inhabit, is well known among 
you all to be it’s trade ,; and is that in fo very flou- 
rifhing a ftate either at home or abroad, as to have 
sno complaints among us, that the French, Dutch, 
or other nations underwork us, and confequently 
underfell us at foreign markets? Now, can this be 
done by them without labour being cheaper ? And 
can this be fo without provifions being cheaper? 
And can provifions in any nation poffibly be cheap, 
where all kinds, even of the bare neceffaries of 
life, are withheld from the labouring poor, who 


_ are the ftrength and finews of a nation, as well as 


the 
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the rich, by the monopoly, engroffing, resrating, 
and foreftalling of a fet of wretches, who, in almoit 
any country but this (fuch are the blefled effects of 
‘our liberty!) would be taken, half a fcore of them, 
‘and hung up directly as a terror to the reft, as ins 
deed they ought to be, who are a diferace even to 
common humanity itfelf? For every one is fo, who, 
like a vulture, can feed and prey upon his fellow 
creatures! Now have we laws againtt this vile op- 
preffion and grievance, amoneft too many others, 
or have we not? It we haye, for humanity fake, 
why are they not ftrictly and feverely executed? If 
not, why are not fuch made, and inftantly executed, 
as will effectually remove this great diftrefs,, which 
begins now to be very fenfibly felt by the middle 
fort of people, as well as the lower? To what pur- 
pofe does the Supreme Father of Mercies, and God 
of all Comforts, fhower down his bleffings daily 
and hourly upon us, giving us fruitful feafons, and 
filling our hearts with food and gladnefs, if, at the 
fame time, by an artificial fcarcity wickedly made 
" by one fet of men, and as wickedly overlooked by 
another, we are daily ftarving in the midft of a real 
plenty, now muft not the fault of this lie fome- 
where? How far the next queftions will go to- 
wards anfwering what I have juft now afked, I leave 
you to judge, and thofe to confider, whom furely 
it moft nearly and principally concerns: Do not 
too many of our nobility, and gentry, fuffer commons 
and large wafte pieces of ground to be enclofed, and 
many of their fmaller farms, which would main- 
tain whole families, to be engrofied by one perfon 
only, who is already too great and overgrown? If 
fo, for metcy fake, what muft become of the poorer 
and labouring fort of people? And is this enrich- 
ing one man, at the expence of many others and 
whole families, likely to make him, his wife, or 
children, the fame, plain, honeft, fober, frugal is 
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of people that farmers generally have been ufed to 


- be? And moreover, to what end is all this oppref- 


fion of the fmall tenants? Is it not to fave the 
fteward trouble in colle¢ting the rents, and for his 
more eafy and quick remittance of large fums at once 
to the landlord? And for what? Isit not either to 
o abroad, and fqwander them’away in France, and 
other countries, upon French follies, laces, and 
clothes, and import them in a low, paltry, fneak- 
ing, clandeftine manner, to the diftrefs and ruin of 
our own trade and manufactures ; or elfe to fupply 
all the various ftreams of luxury, folly, and extra~ 
vagance here at home, which are fo conftantly fuf- 
fered to flow from this great city, as its fountain 
head?» And therefore, if fo, can it poffibly be any 
wonder that fo many hundreds of the poor and la~ 
bouring people in a year are conftantly flocking 
over fromy England, Scotland, and Ireland, to our 
plantations in America? As to Scotland, indeed, 
happily for many of theny! the tree of life has, 
within thefe thirteen years paft, been imported, 
planted, watered, nourifhed, and thrives fo well as. 
to afford them too*much fhade and fhelter here, to 
quit it for the hot and burning funs abroad, except . 
indeed for our governments, and principal offices 
of our colonies there. 

In fhort, was I to go on afking queftions about 
what many evils, and what little good, our late 
MarRiace act has produced, the danger of sEp- 
TENNIAL PARLIAMENTS, the bad policy in fuffer- 
ing not only fuch a yearly ExPoRTATION Of HORSES 
to the neglect of acricuttureE, but too often of 
corn by not taking off the bounty upon it, when 
up at fuch a price; the ABSENTEE BILL in Ireland, 
and the TEA TAx on our Colonies, the great 
corruptions which have crept into the church 
as well as the ftate, from the neglect of difcipline 
by our church governors, if it was only ood 
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the drefs of the younger \ be of the clergy; 
what offence it gives to her few friends, and han: 
dle to her many enemies; the luxury and ex- 
travagance of the age through all orders, ranks, 
and degrees of people ; the immorality and diffi- 
pation of their time and fortunes at N. ewmarket; the 
gaming table, and other places OF ruin and debau- 
chery, among too many of the younger part of our 


nobility and gentry; the ambition and avarice of ~ 


the elder, and the too great negleét-of both as to 
the divine Majefty on his holy febbaths, by fetting 
a good example to their children and fervants in 
frequenting church, and obferving all good order 
and economy at home; the bad policy (not to fay 


iniquity) of thofe whom it concerns, as pretenders 


to public economy, in not ordering a yearly account 
to be fettled of the national debt. Hence arife fo 
many public defaulters of unaccounted thoufands 
and millions! and when this is the cafe with any 
nation, what muft become of it in time, but, like 
a private man (whofe expences by far outrun his 
income) take ‘up the fponge, quit fcores, and be- 
come a bankrupt? Was I, I {ay, to go on afking 
queftions about the general bad influence of ex. 
ample, which the upper part of ‘the kingdom has 
upon the middle, and they upon the lower ; and, 
in fhort, a multitude of things more which might 
be mentioned, I fhould well be thought tedious, 
and trefpafs a great deal too much upon your pati- 
ence! and therefore I would only obferve here, 
ence for all, that when the corruption of a nation is 
thus fo univerfal, no wonder that we are fo daily 
alarmed with murders, adulteries, perjuries, bank- 
rupticies, robberies, houfe-breakings, decay of 
trade and manufaétures, want both of public and 
private credit, difobedience in children and {fer- 
vants, dearnefs of provifions, innumerable mul- 
titudes of public houfes all over the kingdom, to 
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corrupt and ruin the morals of the labouring 
and lower fort of people, negleét of God’s worfhip 
at church on the Sabbath day, and want of rever- 
ence and devotion in people’s behaviour when they 
-are there; the fcandalous and offenfive books, 
prints, ftatues, and fongs, with which our eyes and 
ears are fure to be peftered as we go along ithe 
ftreets and avenues of this great city; want of 
common faith and truft in our dealings with one 
another, to that degree that you fearce know | 
whom to truft to the value of five fhillings, barely 
upon the credit of his own word; wantof charity 
and compaffion amongittoo many of the rich; and 
want of induftry, dobriety, humility, modefty, 
and gratitude amongit the poor; the dreadful 
imprecations of our lower fort of people among 
the men, and the horrible oaths and curfes even 
from the mouths of women and children! Ina 
word, and to conclude this firft and difagreeable 
part of the fubject, fins, crimes, and vices beyond 
meafure, of every kind and fhape whatfoever ! 

To be drawing now towards a conclufion with 
the fecond and laft part of it, which is to fhew 
you particularly that the grounds and caufes of all 
the evils in this nation, and our complaints of the 
times, will be found to arife entirely from ourfelves, 
i. e. from a want.of a due fenfe of religion among 
us, through the whole kingdom in general, and its 
capital city in particular. For religion (however 
it may be derided and reproached in this nice, 
Squeamith, and delicate age) was always thought, 
by the wifer and more fober heathens, to be a moft 
lafting foundation of laws and focieties, as without 
it no government can fubfift, nor juftice be admi- 
niftered. Thus Plato calls religion “the barrier of 
power and juftice, and a tye of honefty ;” and Tully 
fays of the Romans, “that they conquered fo ma- 
ny nations not fo much by ftratagem, or fuper.or 

ftrength 


ftreneth, as by their ftrict regard and facréd reva- 
rence for religion and virtue.” And therefore had 
a moft admirable project, propofal, or plan of a 
late celebrated writer *, for the advancement of re- 
ligion and morality in this kingdom, been but exe-. 
cuted when it was publifhed, about fixty years ago, 
the face of affairs now would have been chiefly, if 
not intirely, changed. I fhall, therefore, point out 
to you fuch an obfervation or two of his from it, as 
, will be moft ferviceable towards filling up this 
ketch of the times, which I have here given, leav- 
ing it to a far more able pencil to complete the piece. 
‘*¢ Asthe power (fays he) of giving away all em- 
ployments in church and ftate is in the crown, either 
by the King himfelf, or by his minifters, it is in 
the power of every prince to make religion and vir- 
tue become the fafhion of the age, provided they 
are made to be, at the fame time, the direét and 
neceflary fteps to favour and preferment. If prin- 
ces, therefore, defire to fee their people happy and 
profperous, let them make it every man’s intereft 
and honor to be religious and virtuous, by making 
irreligion and vice a difgrace, and a fure bar to their 
promotion'in either; this they fhould firft endea- 
vour to do in their.own courts and families; and 
then religion and virtue would foon become fa- 
fhionable graces at court, and would be carefully 
practifed as the only methods to get and keep em- 
ployments there, which alone would have great 
influence on the nobility and gentry ; for if religion 
and virtue were once underftood to be the neceflary 
and direct fteps to favour and preferment, then no 
one would openly offend againft them, who had the 
leaft regard for their reputation and fortune.” 

Now to this firft part of the plan, I may juftly 
add my former remark, that they have two as ami- 
able examples before their eyes, as any court in 
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Europe, or the whole world can produce! Whe- 
ther a method to reftore this nation to its real 


greatnefs and glory, 7. e. its religion and virtue, 


agreeable or no, I know not, nor does ‘concern me 5 
otherwife, I mean, than moft heartily withing it was 
put in practice ; and that it is practicable will be rea- 
dily confeffed by every one who are their King and 
country’s real friends! there is only wanting an 
hearty defire and fteady refolution for all parties to 
unite in fo good and neceffary a work, for, alas! 
what can half a {core or an hundred do, if all don’t 
join? And (as the plan obferves again) that fome 
effectual attempt fhould be made towards fuch a 
reformation, is more neceffary than people may 
imagine, as the ruin of a nation is fure to follow 
a general corruption of morals, and contempt of 


religion, which feems to be teo much our cafe at 
prefent! For when men, in places of great truft 


and power in a nation, do their duty for confcience 
fake, affairs will not fuffer then by fraud or 
neglect; and if they believed a divine providence, 
and a future ftate of rewards and punifhments, and 
acted accordingly, what an happy change of affairs 
we fhould then have throughout the kingdom, by 
fuch ftrong and powerful examples! 

His prefent Majefty (whofe life may God long 
preferve, it being moft particularly dear and valu- 
able to us in thefe critical and, hazardous times) 
is a prince well known to have many great an 
good qualities, among which integrity and truth, 
an heart truly honeft and ~-proteftant, a ftranger to 
hypocrify, and detefting diffimulation and flattery ; 
and therefore, was I now preaching before him, 
he mutt give me leave to tell him alfo, according to 
the plan fomewhat varied, that his beftendeavours to 
inftil fome fhare of thofe virtues, of which himfelf 
and his moft amiable confort are poffefled, into his 


people, are a moft important part of his duty, as 
ll as his intere 
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_ To conclude, let us'confider and well remember, 


. that the once famed Grecian and Roman empires 
were entirely overturned and deftroyed by their 
- conquefts in Perfia, Afia, Africa, and Judea, let- 


ting in upon them fuch a deluge of luxury, pro- 
fanenefs and immorality | How far the Britifh-em- 
pire has been already affected (and may be ftill more 
fo) as to its religion and morals, by that immenfe 
flow of wealth and luxury from our conquefts in 
the Eaft Indies; and how far thofe who have brought 
it over, acquired there in fo very few years, can 
reconcile to their own confciences the’ manner in 
which they got it; and the luxury~and corrup- 
tion, and confequently the decline of religion and 


virtue in this kmgdom, I leave to themfelves to 


-confider. But moit fure I am of this one thing, that 


in any kingdom, either abroad or at home, when 


‘the man once fuffers himfelf to be enflaved to am- 


bition and extortion, or to luxury and pleafure, the 
Chriftian is not very likely to ftay long behind! 


There mult be then, you {ee plainly, one grand- 


reftoration to the principles of religion and virtue 
in educating the rifing generation of the rich, 
middle, and lower fort of people in this kingdom ; 
otherwife all the preaching of the clergy to doomf- 
day, and all the pretences to patriotifm and public 
fpirit, are, and will be, doing nothing at all; as 
he, that would have his garden fruitful in autumn, 
mutt take care to dig, weed, and plant it well in the 


{pring, accordingly Solomon finely and juitly_ ob- 
ferves tous, ‘¢ Train up a child, {ays he (but how 


not in the way he.is going, for then ten thoufand to 
ene but he is ruined! No but) in the way that he 
fhould go, for when he is old he will not depart 
from it!” Let all parents and guardians then make 
it their chief care and concern to plant in their 
children’s hearts the early feeds of religion and vir- 
tue! Let them teach them, almoft from their very 
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éradle, and repeating to them as they grow up, 
fuch as to think Anikipeals awfully of the most 
uicu Gop, reverently of religion, and refpectfully 
of its minifters, honour and obedience to parents, 
‘duty to their king and country, fobriety and tem- 
perance to themfelves, juftice and honefty to others, 
and a general love and good will to all their fellow 
creatures. 

"One great error prevailing in this kingdom, and 
its capital city in particular, is that we have here 
too much preaching, and too little catechizing 
children, at church by the clergy, and at home by 
their parents! Now the want of this is the foun- 
tain head of all our evils and diftrefies, as this 
would be laying the true and only foundation of 
religion and virtue in their young and tender minds, 
by inftruéting and keeping them to the very firft 
principles of it. _ Had we, therefore, lefs preaching 
and more.catechifing, I am moft certain we fhould 
have 4 much deeper, and conféquently a much bet- 
ter fenfe of religion, which would influence our 
_ whole lives and converfations, for to preach to 
~ people without their knowing the principles of 
their religion, is like building an houfe without 
firft laying a foundation. It is this want of cate, 
chifing, or inftruéting youth in thefe principles, 
that has been the true and only caufe of all thofe 
various feéts and opinions, which have fo difturbed 
the private peace and happinefs of families, as well 
as the public, and almoft deftroyed what little re- 
ligion there is now left inthe nation! For the minds 
of too many people now are fo blown up with 
noife, nonfenie, wild and empty notions, that 
among thofe of forty or fifty years old, you will 
{earce find any able to give that account of their, 
faith, as Chriftians, which formerly you might 
have heard from a boy of ten or twelve; and 
therefore. what the pulpit has neglected, and. con; 
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fequently difordered and deftroyed, the defk mutt 
reftore. Had this been done at the beginning of the 
prefent century, and confequently kept up, not 
only in the time of Lent, but alfo all the year 
round, we fhould have had no room for complaints, 
that former times were better than the prefent, 


We live now, at this day, in the very bett times. 


of the world! and moft forry I am to fay it, in the 
very worlt times alfo! Beit from God, and wor{t 
from ourfelves! And therefore, after all, if private 
people will, by a foolifh and amazing extravagance, 
plunge themfelves headlong into debt, and then rail 
and cry out at the badnefs of the times, becaufe 
they are arrefted; and if the public money, inftead 
of being fkilfully and honeftly applied (as it ought 
to be) to the public fervice, is embezzled and 
fquandered away, for fecret fervices, and other 
bafe, mean, and fcandalous purpofes, and no en- 
quiries ever made, or fuffered to be made, what is 
become of it, or how it is applied; andif an 
honeft, faithful, and loyal body of citizens petition 
and remonftrate to their foevereign (the father of 
his people !) againft encroachments on their liber- 
ties, and the grievances are fuffered to remain, by 
thofe that are about him, {till unredreffed. 

In fhort, if the public welfare and honor, peace 
and happinefs of a kingdom mutt be facrificed to 
all the little, dark cabals, and private perfonal 
piques, refentments, and revenge of thofe in power, 
who, while pretending to be the king’s friends, are 
only fecuring poffeffions for themfelves, and titles, 
places, and revetfions for their wives and families ! 
I fay, if even thefe few things are fo (and many 
more I could mention) how unreafonable, foolith, 


and abfurd, are all our complaints of the badnefg 


of the times! Prime minifters, politicians, and 
others, may offer plans, {chemes, ways, and means 
$0 make a nation great and powerful as they call ir ; 
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but let me tell them, that they muft, firft of all, 
make it religious and virtuous, and then it will be 
truly great; and therefore, there is but one thing 
that can poffibly fave this nation, and that is, by 
rouzing it from its ftupid lethargy of fin and wick- 
ednefs, with the Almighty thunder of fome fignal 


judgment! There is but one thing that can 


difarm the Almighty from his thunder, and that 
is a national repentance and reformation! And 
there is but one thing more that can continue to fave 
it, after it has been thus rouzed and reformed, and 
that is, by keeping the rifing generation to a proper 
fenfe of their duty in catechifing, or inftructing 
them in the principles of religion! But all nations, 
like the human body, have their infancy, growth, 
and perfection. How far we of this kingdom are 
paft that perfection, and our colonies abroad every 


year arifing towards their growth, needs no great 


fagacity to forefee, or to foretel, that the feat of 
the Britihh Empire may be tranflated over there 


‘much fooner than we imagine. The fevere and uns 


natural treatment, which the colonies have felt fince 


‘the war, has not yet withdrawn their affections ; but 


when children find the mother is refolved to be ar- 


‘bitrary, oppreffive, and tyrannical, no wonder 


they, in their turn, endeavour to do the beft they 
can for themfelyes. How far thofe in the adminif~ 
tration of affairs of this, and our other two king- 
doms, are concerned, either paffively or actively, 


-inenabling them to go on in this manner, I leave 


to their own confciences to determine; but, to be 
fure, all fuch muft be the king’s real friends, and, 
no doubt, the fame honeft and worthy friends to 
thefe poor, diftreffed, and depopulating countries ! 
I have now done my duty fo as becomes ever honeft 
Briton, real patriot, and true minifter of the Gof- 
pel of Chrift, in crying aloud (as the prophet fays) 
and {paring not, even from the throne down to the 
cottage, 
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cottage, in fhewing my countrymen their tranfgref- 


fions, and the houte of England their fins; in being 
(as St. Paul fays) inftant both in feafon and out 


of feafon ; in reproving, rebuking, and exhorting 


with all due, and, I hope, decent authority; and tho” 


I am truly fenfible, that (as St. Paul fays again) I 
am not come to you with excellency of fpeach; 
nor is my preaching in the enticing, or courtier-like 
words of man’s wifdom ; yet I (thank God!) can 
Jay my hand upon my heart, and fpeak it with a 
amoft {afe confcience, that I am a flave to no party, 


but what I have faid, arifes as much from the fin- 


cerity of a friend, as the duty of a minifter. 

Let us then, my brethren, of all ranks, orders, 
and degrees of people in this kingdom, utterly ba- 
nifh from us all our fafhionable fins and vices, and 
take up, and confequently practife the oppofite vir- 
tues and graces! that fo we may turn afide the 
wrath of the great God of Heaven; and let us well 


- confider and remember, that his mercy will not per- 
amit him entirely to overlook his juftice. I have 


now, with more freedom perhaps than is agree- 
able to the times, in fome meafure laid before-you 
the prefent ftate of affairs in this nation. _ Be it fo. 
But I appeal to all true Britons and fincere Chriftians 
to juftify me. Leaving it to all trimmers and time- 
fervers in church or ftate to. nibble at-it, and cenfure 
it as much as they pleafe; and therefore, if the 
ftate of things will not bear me out in {peaking thus 
plainly and honeftly; why then truth, honetty, 
religion, and virtue, fare ye well! — 

Now to the only wife God be afcribed all honor, 
and glory, &c. &c. 


